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What exactly does the Governor’s healthcare guidance mean for veterinarians? 

We get it – the Governor’s Interpretive Statement for what veterinarians can do under current 
governmental mandates is vague and doesn’t address veterinary medicine. Many clinics are 
opening up for full service again, even though it’s not at all evident this is allowed. 
  
Here’s a synopsis, however unhelpful, for what you can do. (Unless you practice in Snohomish. 
See below for more information.) 
  
You can perform any treatment/procedure/surgery that if you didn't, it would result in worsening 
a life threatening or debilitating prognosis. The decision falls upon your professional judgement, 
and according to the Governor’s guidance, must be viewed from the lens of the relative harm to 
the patient that would come from deferring treatment. What constitutes harm, again, falls upon 
your clinical judgement. The Governor also says that harm should be determined by the 
patient’s illness or injury and whether it’s causing pain, dysfunction, is progressing or at risk of 
progressing. 
 
Diagnostic imaging and diagnostic procedures or testing can continue if disease is suspected, 
based on your clinical judgement that uses the same definitions of harm and criteria as listed 
above. 
  
Outpatient visits are allowed, but telehealth should be used whenever possible. If they need to 
come into the clinic, all precautions must be taken to incorporate appropriate social distancing 
and infection controls, including the use of hand hygiene and PPE use protocols. You must 
protect your workers. 
  
So what does this all mean? Can you do spay and neuter surgeries? Dental prophylaxis? 
Vaccinations? Well checks? I hate to be vague once again, but it depends on each patient and 
their needs in your professional opinion. 
  
Just be sure to document in the medical record your decision process as to why you did what 
you did in the middle of a pandemic. 
  
I know, it’s not what you want to hear. But here’s a thought. Sometimes being too prescriptive of 
what you can and can’t do might work against the health of your patients. Having a clear 
direction may help your comfort level, but perhaps this is one of those times vagueness might 
be better. You’re the only one who can truly judge what the patient needs. 
  
If you practice in Snohomish: Snohomish Health District put out updated COVID-19 guidance 
for veterinarians that is more restrictive than the Governor’s interpretative statement. The 
guidance expressly says that veterinarians should continue to postpone elective procedures, 

https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/Non-Emergent%20Procedure%20Interpretive%20Statement%204.29.20%20%28tmp%29.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


surgeries and non-urgent visits. Read the full health advisory here. 
  
How long until we can provide full services again? 
  
That’s a great question. If we only had a crystal ball or knew how to read tea leaves. 
  
The Governor’s Proclamation 20-05 that dictates which healthcare services can be delivered is 
scheduled to expire on May 18, 2020. But it will probably be extended, and will likely fold in with 
the Governor’s phased re-opening plan. As we learn more, we’ll keep you posted. 
  
But wait, there’s more – important new guidance 
  
On May 4, the Governor released SafeStart Washington, requirements for individuals and all 
employers to follow throughout the entire 4-phase plan to re-open the economy. 
  
The WA Dept. of Labor & Industries also released Cornonavirus Hazard Considerations for 
Employers: Face Coverings, Masks and Respirators. It’s guidance for general employers and 
should be reviewed. 

https://content.getrave.com/content/5954904/280f845c-1c01-4044-adce-acd9b9199595/fe29d696-c906-41c1-b0ad-d79f12b71eeb/COVID19_health_advisory_for_veterinarians.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/20-24%20COVID-19%20non-urgent%20medical%20procedures%20%28tmp%29.pdf
https://coronavirus.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-05/PhasedReopeningChart.pdf
https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/SafeStartWA_4May20.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://lni.wa.gov/safety-health/preventing-injuries-illnesses/hazardalerts/CoronavirusHazAlert.pdf
https://lni.wa.gov/safety-health/preventing-injuries-illnesses/hazardalerts/CoronavirusHazAlert.pdf

